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APPENDIX G:  HISTORY 
 
A. History Classification  
  
1. When do I classify objects 

as history? 
Use the history classification for materials made or used by cultures with a 
written tradition up to the present time.  Historic objects relate to the 
people, activities, and events associated with a park’s mission, themes, and 
history.   

  
 
 
 

  
2. How do I classify history 

objects? 
The NPS uses The Revised Nomenclature for Museum Cataloging 
(American Association for State and Local History, 1988) to classify 
history objects.  Revised Nomenclature’s classification system is based on 
an object’s original intended function.   
 
The NPS classification for history objects has three lines.  You must 
complete all three lines of the classification. 
 
• line one is the discipline (history) 
 
• line two is one of the ten broad categories in Revised Nomenclature, 

such as Furnishings or Communication Artifacts 
 
• line three is one of the classification terms under the category in line 

two, such as Furniture or Documentary Artifact 
 
Example: History History 
 Personal Artifacts Tools and Equipment for Materials 
 Toilet Article  Animal Husbandry Tools and Equipment 

  
3. Can I make changes to the 

classification? 
No.  The three-line classification for history appears in locked tables in 
ANCS+.  You can’t make changes to these tables.  Revised Nomenclature 
has categories for Other Tools & Equipment and an Unclassifiable Artifacts 
category. Use these categories for objects that don’t fit under a more 
specific category. 
 
Refer to Section IV of Chapter 2 in the ANCS+ User Manual for 
instructions on using ANCS+ to classify and catalog history collections. 

  
4. How do I get a copy of 

Revised Nomenclature? 
When the NPS adopted the use of Revised Nomenclature, copies of the 
book were sent to all the parks.  If you don’t have a copy at your site, 
contact the Supply and Equipment Program of the Museum Management 
Program. 

  
5. How do I use Revised 

Nomenclature? 
Read the first three chapters of the book before you begin to catalog.  These 
chapters tell you how the classification system works and explain how to 
use the book.  Chapter III has definitions of the categories and 
classifications along with reference sources for identifying objects. 

  
6. How do I classify an object 

that has been modified from 
its original function? 

Base the classification on the most recent function.  For example, classify a 
boot made into a lamp as a Lighting Device. 
 

7. How do I classify an object 
that serves more than one 
function? 

Base the classification on the primary function.  For example, classify a 
thermometer advertising a soft drink as Meteorological Tools & Equipment.   
 

Catalog archives and manuscript collections as history according to 
the procedures in Appendix D of this handbook. 
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The primary function may not always be easy to determine.  It may depend 
on the purpose for your collection.  
 
Note:  There is also a Multiple Use Artifacts classification for objects that 
fit under more than one classification. 

  
8. What are the classification 

terms for the history 
classification? 

Use the following information in the three classification lines in ANCS+. 
 

  
Classification Line 1 History 
  
Classification Line 2 
 
 

Use one of  the following ten categories: 
 
Structures 
Furnishings 
Personal Artifacts 
Tools & Equipment for Materials 
Tools & Equipment for Science & Technology 
Tools & Equipment for Communication 
Distribution & Transportation Artifacts 
Communication Artifacts 
Recreational Artifacts 
Unclassifiable Artifacts 

  
Classification Line 3 Classification line 3 terms are dependent on classification line 2 terms.  See 

the list of classification terms in Section D of this appendix. 
  
B. History Object Names  
  
1. How do I name history 

objects? 
You must use the Revised Nomenclature lexicon for naming history objects.  
The NPS has expanded this lexicon with object terms from the 
Supplementary History Object Term List.  See Section E of this appendix 
for a copy of this list.  The Object field for history records in ANCS+ has 
both the lexicon and the supplementary terms in a locked table.  You must 
complete this field. 
 
Revised Nomenclature terms are made up of a single noun or a noun and an 
adjective.  Terms are inverted, meaning that the noun comes before the 
adjective. 
 
Example:  Mitt, Catcher’s 
 
ANCS+ also has an Alternate Name field and an Art and Architecture 
Thesaurus (AAT) field for naming history objects.  Use of these fields is 
optional. 
 

  
 
 

  

Be consistent when naming objects.  Consistency will give you and 
others better access to the data in your collection. 
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2. Why does the NPS use a 

required lexicon for naming 
history objects? 

Use of the Revised Nomenclature lexicon makes object names consistent 
within the collection and between sites.  For example, purse, handbag, and 
pocketbook are all names for the same object.  When you consistently use 
one term for an object, it’s much easier to search your data.   
 
Note:  Use the Alternate Name field in ANCS+ to preserve regional and 
local names for an object. 

  
3. What if I know the function 

of an object but don’t know 
its name? 

Chapter IV in Revised Nomenclature has a list of object terms for each 
classification.  Check here when you know the function of an object but are 
uncertain of a name.  For example, if you know a tool is from a 
woodworking shop, look for an appropriate name under Woodworking 
Tools & Equipment. 

  
4. How do I know if a name is 

in the lexicon? 
Chapter V in Revised Nomenclature is an alphabetical list of object terms 
that includes the classification for each term.  You can also search the 
lexicon table in ANCS+. 

  
5. Why do some of my records 

have object names that 
aren’t in the lexicon? 

The old ANCS program didn’t include the Revised Nomenclature lexicon.  
Park staff had to use the book to find correct object terms.  If your park 
didn’t follow the book, your history records may have object names that 
aren’t in the lexicon.  These names were converted into ANCS+. 
 
The NPS also adopted modifications to Revised Nomenclature to help 
standardize entries in the old ANCS program.  Modifications included: 
 
• the use of the terms Fragment and Part with any acceptable object 

name  
 
• placing specific object names and modifiers in parentheses after the 

Revised Nomenclature term 
 
Your converted records may have entries with these modifications.  You 
may no longer make modifications in the Object field, but you can enter 
modified names in the Alternate Name field. 

  
6. Are there NPS-specific 

rules for using Revised 
Nomenclature and naming 
objects? 

Yes.  The NPS uses the following modifications with Revised 
Nomenclature.  You may:  
 
• use an object term with any classification; you don’t need to use the 

classification that appears in the book for a particular object (Revised 
Nomenclature, page II-3, option 3) 

 
• use the term Problematic (as a last resort) with any classification to 

show that you know the object’s function but not its name (Revised 
Nomenclature, page II-4) 

 
• place any accepted object term under the Toy classification (Revised 

Nomenclature, page II-6) 
 

• place souvenirs and mementos created primarily to record an event 
under the Documentary Artifact classification (Revised Nomenclature, 
page II-6) 

  



 

G:4  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 
7. How do I name fragments 

and parts of objects? 
Enter the name of the object in the Object field.  Use the Classification, 
Alternate Name, Description, and Condition fields to show whether the 
object is complete.  For example, if you only have the drawer to a chest: 
 
• enter Chest in the Object field 

 
• enter Fragment in the Condition field 

 
• classify the object as an Artifact Remnant 

 
• enter Chest Drawer in the Alternate Name field 
 
• note that the rest of the piece is missing in the Description field 

  
8. How do I name models and 

samples? 
Almost any object can be a model or sample.  Add a dash and the term 
Model or Sample to the object name, and enter it in the Alternate Name 
field  (Revised Nomenclature, page II-5). 
 
Example: Car, Cable-Model 
 
Make a note in the Description field that the object is a model or sample. 

  
9. How do I name product 

packages and containers? 
Use a generic modifier, such as Foodstuff, to describe the contents of 
empty product packages and containers (Revised Nomenclature, page II-5).  
Enter the brand name or specific product name in the Alternate Name field. 
 
Example: Jar, Foodstuff in the Object field 
 Jar, Mayonnaise in the Alternate Name field 
 
If the lexicon doesn’t have an appropriate generic entry, enter the name for 
the container in the Object field.   Use the Alternate Name field to enter a 
generic or specific product name. 
 
The following list includes examples of generic content names  
 
Foodstuff 
Medicine 
Toiletry 
Pesticide 
Liquor 
Condiment 
Tobacco 
Cleaning Product  
 
Note:  Use the same procedures for naming packages and containers that 
contain their contents.  Use the Description field to note that the package or 
container still has its contents. 
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10. How do I name consumable 

products? 
If the product is in a container, see the previous question.  Usually you will 
catalog the container and refer to the product.  In rare cases, you may need 
to catalog the product itself.  The lexicon has a few generic names for 
products, such as Foodstuff, Medicine, Chemical, and Raw Material.  Use 
one of these terms and enter a specific name for the product in the Alternate 
Name field. 
 
Consult your regional/support office curator or the National Catalog office 
if you can’t find an appropriate product name. 

  
11. What is the Supplementary 

History Object Term List? 
The Supplementary History Object Term List is a list of object names that 
the NPS has added to the Revised Nomenclature lexicon.  The ANCS+ 
lexicon for naming history objects includes the names on the list. 
 
See Section E of this appendix for a copy of the list. 

  
12. How do I add a name to the 

Supplementary Object Term 
List? 

The use of ANCS+ has greatly reduced the need to add names to the 
lexicon.  You should be able to find a broad term in the lexicon to name 
most objects.  Use the Alternate Name field for specific names that don’t 
appear in the lexicon. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Subject specialists will review the proposed addition.  If it’s approved, the 
name will be added to the lexicon in the next update of ANCS+.  National 
Catalog staff will give you an appropriate name to use, or let you know that 
the name will be added to the lexicon. 
 
Note:  Webster’s Third International Dictionary is the standard dictionary 
to use when proposing additions to the Supplementary History Object Term 
List. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
You can enter the specific name in the Alternate Name field.  Correct the 
catalog record when you receive an update of the lexicon. 
 
Note:  Section E in this appendix (Supplementary History Object Term 
List) will be updated as needed. 

  

If you… Then… 
 
can’t find an appropriate name, contact the National Catalog office 
 at 304-535-6204 for assistance. 
 
need to add a name to the  fax a copy of the name and a 
lexicon, description of the object to the 
 National Catalog office at  
 304-535-6203. 

If the name… Then… 
 
is approved to go in the lexicon, use Problematic as the object name 
 until the lexicon is updated, and 
 send the record to the National 
 Catalog with your annual 
 submission. 
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C. Cataloging History  
  
1. Where can I find the 

guidelines for cataloging 
history objects? 

Refer to Chapter 3 in this handbook for general guidelines on cataloging.  
Refer to Section IV of Chapter 2 in the ANCS+ User Manual for field-by-
field instructions for cataloging history objects in ANCS+. 

  
2. What are the ANCS+ 

discipline-specific fields for 
history? 

The following list of fields appears on the history discipline-specific screen 
in ANCS+.  None of these fields are mandatory. 
 
Copyright 
Format 
Genre 
Inscription/Marks 
Object Use 
Patent Date 
Process/Technique of Manufacture 
School 
Significant Event 
Style 
Subjects 
Term (AAT) 
Title 
 
Note:  ANCS+ contains the lexicon for the Art and Architecture Thesaurus 
(AAT).  The AAT is a standardized vocabulary for fine arts, architecture, 
decorative art, and material culture of the Western world. 

  
D. Revised Nomenclature 

Hierarchical Classification 
 

  
STRUCTURES BUILDING 

BUILDING COMPONENT 
SITE FEATURE 
OTHER STRUCTURE 

  
FURNISHINGS BEDDING 

FLOOR COVERING 
FURNITURE 
HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORY 
LIGHTING DEVICE 
PLUMBING FIXTURE 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL DEVICE 
WINDOW OR DOOR COVERING 

  
PERSONAL ARTIFACTS ADORNMENT 

CLOTHING 
 Clothing – Footwear 
 Clothing – Headwear 
 Clothing – Outerwear 
 Clothing – Underwear 
 Clothing – Accessory 
PERSONAL GEAR 
TOILET ARTICLE 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR 
MATERIALS 

AGRICULTURAL T&E 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY T&E 
FISHING & TRAPPING T&E 
FOOD T&E 
 Food Processing T&E 
 Food Service T&E 
FORESTRY T&E 
GLASS, PLASTICS, CLAYWORKING T&E 
LEATHER, HORN, SHELLWORKING T&E 
MASONRY & STONEWORKING T&E 
METALWORKING T&E 
MINING & MINERAL HARVESTING T&E 
PAINTING T&E 
PAPERMAKING T&E 
TEXTILEWORKING T&E 
WOODWORKING T&E 
OTHER T&E FOR MATERIALS 
 Basket, Broom, Brush Making T&E 
 Cigar Making T&E 
 Lapidary T&E 
 Wigmaking T&E 

  
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

ACOUSTICAL T&E 
ARMAMENT T&E 
 Armament – Firearm 
 Armament – Edged 
 Armament – Bludgeon 
 Armament – Artillery 
 Armament – Ammunition 
 Armament – Body Armor 
 Armament – Accessory 
ASTRONOMICAL T&E 
BIOLOGICAL T&E 
CHEMICAL T&E 
CONSTRUCTION T&E 
ELECTRICAL & MAGNETIC T&E 
ENERGY PRODUCTION T&E 
GEOLOGICAL T&E 
MAINTENANCE T&E 
MECHANICAL T&E 
MEDICAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL T&E 
MERCHANDISING T&E 
METEOROLOGICAL T&E 
NUCLEAR PHYSICS T&E 
OPTICAL T&E 
REGULATIVE & PROTECTIVE T&E 
SURVEYING & NAVIGATIONAL T&E 
THERMAL T&E 
TIMEKEEPING T&E 
WEIGHTS & MEASURES T&E 
OTHER T&E FOR SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR 
COMMUNICATION 

DATA PROCESSING T&E 
DRAFTING T&E 
MUSICAL T&E 
PHOTOGRAPHIC T&E 
PRINTING T&E 
SOUND COMMUNICATION T&E 
TELECOMMUNICATION T&E 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION T&E 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATION T&E 
OTHER T&E FOR COMMUNICATION 

  
DISTRIBUTION & 
TRANSPORTATION 
ARTIFACTS 

CONTAINER 
AEROSPACE TRANSPORTATION 
 Aerospace Transportation – Equipment 
 Aerospace Transportation – Accessory 
LAND TRANSPORTATION 
 Land Transportation – Animal-Powered 
 Land Transportation – Human-Powered 
 Land Transportation – Motorized 
 Land Transportation – Accessory 
RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
 Rail Transportation – Equipment 
 Rail Transportation – Accessory 
WATER TRANSPORTATION 
 Water Transportation – Equipment 
 Water Transportation - Accessory 

  
COMMUNICATION 
ARTIFACTS 

ADVERTISING MEDIUM 
ART 
CEREMONIAL ARTIFACT 
DOCUMENTARY ARTIFACT 
EXCHANGE MEDIUM 
PERSONAL SYMBOL 

  
RECREATIONAL ARTIFACTS GAME 

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT DEVICE 
RECREATIONAL DEVICE 
SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
TOY 

  
UNCLASSIFIABLE ARTIFACTS ARTIFACT REMNANT 

FUNCTION UNKNOWN 
MULTIPLE USE ARTIFACTS 

  
E. Supplementary History 

Object Term List 
 

 The attached Supplementary History Object Term List was last updated in 
1993.  There have been no additions to the list since that date.  Use of the 
Alternate Name field in ANCS+ has greatly reduced requests for new object 
names.  The list will be updated as names are approved and added to the 
ANCS+ Revised Nomenclature lexicon. 
 
See Section B.12 of this appendix for information on proposing additions to 
the list. 

  



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:9 

 



 

G:10  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:11 

 



 

G:12  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:13 



 

G:14  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:15 

 



 

G:16  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:17 

 



 

G:18  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:19 

 



 

G:20  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:21 



 

G:22  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:23 

 



 

G:24  NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000) 

 



 

NPS Museum Handbook, Part II (2000)  G:25 

 
 


